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Rapper Li I' Wayne along with
a cast of artists sells out the
annual Homecoming concert
for the first time in a decade.-
PAGE 8
"All fortune 500 companies
know that you (have) the dis-
cipline and you have the pro-
fessionalism and they know
"The ROTC makes you a
very marketable person," Ch-
isholm said. "There is mon-
etarily wise a pay difference
of about $1,500 from enlisted
people and officers."
After graduating, students
go to train for their special-
ties, Chisholm said, she went
that route. She was a ROTC
student; in her training she be-
came afinance officer. She said
she wentaway for three months
to Texas to learn finance the
Air Force way. Chisholm said
throughout one's career and
for different ranks one will go
through additional training for
their specified job.
years they go tofield training, a
four-week camp that trains the
students to lead. Field Camp
is formatted to show their
strengths and weaknesses.
RED SOX SWEEP
WORLD SERIES
The Boston Red Sox win their
second World Series crown in
four years after sweeping the
Colorado Rockies. PAGE 9
What is the process to re-
ceive benefits while in or after
leaving themilitary? How long
does it take to receive benefits
and how much does one re-
ceive?
What are the differences
between joining the military
through the ROTC and through
arecruitment center?
Chisholm said that students
who plan to commit to the Air
Force take ROTC each semes-
ter from their freshman year.
At the end oftheir sophomore
"When you go through
ROTC, it is setting you up to
become a commissioned officer
inthe United States Air Force,"
said Capt. Allison Chisholm,
the unit of admissions officer
for A&T's Air Force ROTC.
"When you go to arecruitment
offices, those people are trained
in enlisting people."
Was ROTC the right choice
for her? "It was the right choice
and I didn't believe it would
Chisholm has been in the
Air Force for nine years. Her
father was in the Army and
came in an enlisted man then
became an officer; she said she
has great respect for enlisted
service members.
Chisholm graduated in 1998
from A&T with a bachelor of
science in business and eco-
nomics. She is married and has
two children, she said, the Air
Force has been very beneficial
because ofthe medical benefits
received. Aside from her de-
gree at this university she has a
master's from Troy State Uni-
versity.
that you have been through dif-
ferent types of training. They
know you are a leader, so it's
very marketable in the outside
world."
SEEFLU SEASON ON PAGE 3
Ziglar promotes students
getting the flu shot; even ifthey
don't fall under the category of
young children or older adults,
they are still at risk because the
possibly ofcrowds increases the
risk ofcatching it. She also adds
that the flu on a college campus
What can be done to prevent
developing the flu?
Steven Brown, a juniorhisto-
ry major from Plymouth, recalls
getting the flu from taking care
of a sick friend; having caught
the virus, his roommates got
it too. Ziglar says that she and
the other educators encourage,
"hand washing, hand washing,
hand washing!"
contagious and can be contract-!
ed through person-to-persori
contact or even by touching
something that a sick individual
has touched.
SEENEWVETS0NPAGE3
Young children, and older
adults are the most at risk for
contracting the flu. However,
those with weak immune sys-
tems and people in the health-
care profession are at risk also.
The flu, or influenza, is very
Every year, flu season begins
around October and it affects
everyone from 2 months and
beyond if they're not careful.
Kaye Ziglar, one ofA&T's Uni-
versity Health Educators, ex-
plains a little bit about the virus
and precautions to take in order
to avoid it.
It's important that students
take the necessary up in it.
season
Ann...Fall. The leaves are
changing, ' Thanksgiving isaround the corner and so it flu
1 in 10 high schools are'dropout factories'
Opinion
Arts & Life
Campus News
National News
Business
Sports BY NANCYZUCKERBROD
APEDUCATION WRITER
SEE DROPOUTS ON PAGE 4
— Ensure states count grad-
uation rates in a uniform way.
— Get states to build data
systems tokeep track ofstudents'
throughout their school years,
and more accurately measure;
graduation and dropout rates.
— Make sure schools report
their graduation rates by racial,
ethnic and other subgroups and
are judged on those. That's to
ensure schools aren't just grad-
uating white students in high
numbers, but also are working!
to ensure minority students get;
diplomas.
of U.S. students graduate on
time witha regular diploma. For
Hispanic and black students, the
proportion drops to about half.
The legislative proposals
would:
Nationally, about 70 percent
The current law imposes se-
rious consequences on schools
that report low scores on math
and reading tests, such as hav-
ing to replace teachers or prin-
cipals, but it lacks the same kind
ofteeth when it comes to gradu-
ation rates.
House and Senate propos-
als to renew the five-year-old
No Child law would give high
schools more federal money and
put more pressure on them to
improve, and the Bush adminis-
tration supports the idea.
Federal lawmakers haven't
focused much attention on the
problem. The No Child Left Be-
hind education law, for example,
pays much more attention to
educating younger students. But
that appears to be changing.
come by.
"Part of the problem we've
had here is we live in a state
that culturally and traditionally
has not valued a high school
education," said Jim Foster, a
spokesman for South Carolina's
Department of Education. He
noted that South Carolina resi-
dents once could get good jobs
in textile mills without a high
school degree, but that those
jobs are now much harder to
Utah, which has low poverty
rates and fewer minorities than
most states, is the only state
without a dropout factory. Flor-
ida and South Carolina have the
highest percentages. About half
of high schools in those states
classify as dropout factories.
— the need to work as well as
go to school, for example, or a
need for social services.
well beyond the academic ones
There are about 1,700 regu-
lar or vocational high schools
"If you're born in a neigh-
borhood or town where the only
high school is one where gradu-
ation is not thenorm, how is this
living in the land of equal op-
portunity?" asks Bob Balfanz,
the researcher at Johns Hopkins
University who defines such a
school as a "dropout factory."
America
WASHINGTON (AP) — It's a
nickname no principal could be
proud of: "Dropout Factory,"
a high school where no more
than 60 percent ofthe students
who startas freshmen make itto
their senior year. That dubious
distinction applies to more than
one in 10 high schools across
The highest concentration of
dropout factories is in large cit-
ies orhigh-poverty rural areas in
the South and Southwest. Most
have highproportions ofminor-
ity students. These schools are
tougher to turn around, because
their students face challenges
While some of the miss-
ing students transferred, most
dropped out, Balfanz says. The
data tracked senior classes for
three years in a row to make
sure local events like plant clo-
sures weren't to blame for the
lowretention rates.
nationwide that fit that descrip-
tion, according to an analysis
of Education Department data
conducted by Johns Hopkins for
The Associated Press. That's 12
percent of all such schools, no
more than a decade ago but no
less, either.
HIGH: 70T
LOW: 40°F
THURSDAY: H: 70°F/L: 43°F
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A tragic fire at an N.C. beach
house ends the life of seven
vacationing students. PAGE 5
7 STUDENTS DIE
IN BEACH HOUSE
LOCAL ELECTIONS
PREVIEW
TAKING CARE OF HOME
Financial relief
on the way for
future Aggies
BYAASIYATOWNSELL
NEWSEDITOR
See who's vying to represent
you in District 2 and compare
bios of mayoral candidates.
PAGE 4
LOW HOLIDAY
SALES PREDICTED
Retail sales for the upcoming
holiday season are predicted
to be down from past years.
PAGE 6
BattleWE ALL NEED AN
"AA" MEETING
Former convocations are
usually recognitions of the uni-
versity and its academics, but
the newly informed scholarship
gave hope for students and fu-
tureAggies.
"Weare going to take care of
the students that are here," said
Battle.
will be available for both in-state and out-of state
incoming freshmen students. It covers all majors
and academic disciplines that are based on excep-
tional academic performance.
Freshmen coming in with a SAT verbal and
SEE DOWDY ON PAGE 3
Withthe new program it will
ffer 50-100 percent coverage
n scholarship tuition. The pro-
ram will begin in falh-2008 and
This year's Fall Convocation ended with fi-
nancial relief for students with an announcement
from Chancellor Stanley F. Battle of the newly
introduced Lewis and Elizabeth Dowdy Scholars
Program.
Alcholics Anonymous helps
addicts face theirproblems
but University officials need
an "AA" meeting of another
sort to help A&T PAGE 7
LIVE OR DIE, MAKE
YOUR CHOICE
Who ever thought you could
draw comparisons between
the "Saw" movies and our very
existence. PAGE 7
BY STACIE BAILEY
REGISTER INTERN
AGGIES WORK THE
RUNWAY
Fashion Fusion pitted Couture
vs. Verge for Homecoming
Fashion Show. PAGE 8
Sebastian ready to get
students past flu season
New Vets getting help
BY MARVIN POWELL
CONTRIBUTOR
WAYNE'S WORLD
IS A SELL OUT
Here are a couple
Leroy Mikell III.
images from the past
week. All photos by
Clip-N-Keep.
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GREATESTWELCOME TO THE
— — — — — — — — — —
Enjoy...
Director of Photograhy
for The A&T Register.
INTERNS: TiffanyAdams, AlanaAllen, Stacie Bailey, Alan
Throughout the program special
greetings were from SGA President,
David Street and Miss A&T,Candice
Johnson and other board members.
Also, students with honors and ath-
letes wererecognized.
Shelfon's convocation address
was expressed with a strong empha-
sis on having good communication
skills and believing in your self to be
successful in academics to in-store
successful future.
"Demonstrate a high level ofself-
awareness and must have knowledge
ofyour own skills, said Shelton.
The featured speaker ofthe group
was Ralph K. Shelton, President and
CEO, Southeast Fuels, Inc.
demies,
The convocation celebrated 116
years of A&T's existence and aca-
filled with music selections from the
University Choir, the Gospel Choir
and University Band.
Incoming freshmen who are ei-
ther a valedictorian or salutatorian
of their class and meet a category
2, (SAT 1100-1200, GPA 3.5-3.74),
will be awarded a scholarship that
covers all tuition fees. Freshmen
from the North Carolina School of
Science and Mathematics who meet
category 2, (SAT 1100-1200, GPA
3.5-3.74), will also be rewarded the
same coverage.
math score between 1000 and 1099
and a GPAbetween 3.25 and 3.49 are
qualified for 50percent tuition schol-
arship. Incoming Freshmen with a
combined SAT verbal and math score
between 1100 and 1200 and a GPA
between 3.50 and 3.749 willreceive
75percent ofscholarship. Those with
a combined SAT verbal and math
score between 1200and above and a
GPA of 3.75 or greater are qualified
for full coverage on tuition, which
includes room and board.
Previously before Battle made his
announcement, the convocation was
To those who would like to con-
tribute to the Scholars Program they
may contact Dr. Mark Kiel, vice
chancellor for development and uni-
versity relations.
The scholarship packaging will be
funded by what's currently available
in the A&T Development Office in
cooperation with academic units.
The programmed is named after
Lewis C. Dowdy, sixth president of
North Carolina A&T College and
the first chancellor ofNorth Carolina
A&T State University and his wife
Elizabeth. In recognition oftheir two
decades ofservice to the institution.
This program was made to reward
the students who work hard in their
academics. It is also an incentive for
students to push harder in the class-
room.
Keep in mind thataDowdy Schol-
ar must maintain a 3.300 to continue
with the scholarship program while
enrolled.
FLU SEASON
From page 1
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Most people recover in 1 to 2
weeks, but some people develop life-
threatning diseases such as pneumo-
nia. Infuenza is preventable through
taking precautions to take ofyourself
and avoiding close contact with those
who are already sick.
Ziglar also brings up that humidi-
fiers, that produce cold air, and va-
porizors, that produce warm mois-
ture, are good to have when suffering
from influenza. To avoid spreading
the virus, stay home, drink lots of
nutritional fluids and make sure that
contact with people is minimal.
Having the flu is no joke and
should be taken seriously. A visit to
your local primary care physician is
recommended or going to the one
you see at home. A medical profes-
sional may advise over the counter
medication such as antihistamines
for congestion and analgesics for
sore throatpain.
There is an ongoing myth that
states that one develops the flu from
getting the shot. Ziglar reveals the
truth to this belief. The flu vaccine
does not prevent the flu, rather it
decreases one's chances ofcatching
it. It takes a little more than a week
for the antibody to develop and pro-
vide protection; thus, it is possible to
The shot is available at Sebastian
Health Center at $20 for students
and faculty. Off campus, various
clinics and doctors' offices, such as
the Guilford County Health Depart-
ment, offer the shot. During this time
of year, churches and small organi-
zations also provide "flu drives" for
those who want or need the vaccine.
holds the threat ofbeginning an epi-
demic.
He said that she experienced
"vomiting, coughing, fever, and it
seemed that she was always tired."
Curtis Freeman, a sophomore
Electrical Engineering major from
Ahoskie, recalls when his younger
sister had it.
All over body aches, fever, sore
throat, and fatigue are all symptoms
associated with the flu. "A person
starts off with those symptoms and
all of those things get progressively
worse," said Ziglar.
Individuals who have active or
chronic diseases, such as lupus or
diseases of the nervous system, are
not influenced to get this shot. How-
ever, pregnant women are among the
ones who are able to. Those with al-
lergies to eggs may want to avoid the
vaccine since the antibody for it is
grown in hen eggs.
develop the flu during that period of
time.
NEWVETS
From page 1
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is looking talented,
dynamic individuals
to join it's family.
Everyone is different and
come to their conclusions dif-
ferently there are infinite op-
portunities in this world and
Aggies the choices you make
are your own.
If you cannot commit to
anything then the Military may
not be for you, but it may in-
spire you to commit.
If one is unsure about what
they wish to do in life, the
ROTC can be a guiding force
allowing one to find you, like
Capt. Chisholm did.
The military can be a great
choice with the proper research.
This is a commitment-based
world. Every commitment is
eight years with a minimum
active duty time oftwo years,
after active dutystatus that time
the military can call you back
to duty for the rest ofyour com-
mitment.
"I think it's the right choice
for any young American, it
gave me the skills necessary
to be successful in whatever I
chose to do and I would recom-
mend itto anybody."
Was the military was the
right choice for him? "Abso-
lutely," Cobler said.
Cobler is a 21-year veteran;
he is married with two children
and is an active member at his
churph Integrity Community
Church in Burlington, NC. He
was previously a student at
Patrick Henry Community Col-
lege, City college of Chicago
and Northwestern State Uni-
versity in Natchitoches,La.
taryprovides a laptop computer
and the materials for taking the
course to active-duty, person-
nel.
Cobler also spoke about
EArmyU, an online correspon-
dent course program. The mili-
Cobler is nowreceiving the
MGIB for retired veterans and
is not receiving any scholar-
ships from the military, but he
said thatfrom all theyearoftak-
ing courses and with the credit
he enteredA&T as a senior and
is graduating in May. Cobler is
planning to continue his educa-
tion and go grad school on his
remaining GIBill.
The program works with
universities and applies what
one does in the military to skill
they would learn in the class-
room.
Cobler took advantage ofthe
tuition assistance and the mili-
tarypaid forhis classes through
the years. When he came to
A&T he took advantage ofThe
American Council on Educa-
tion College Credit Recom-
mendation Service (CREDIT),
an agreement that turns service
experience into college credit.
Jimmy Cobler, 1st Sgt. (Re-
tired), a senior at A&T from
Martinsville, Va. said he took
a different route to complet-
ing his degree. "I was full time
in the Army so I took classes
when I could, one or two at a
time depending on where I was
stationed."
He said "all commitments;
two, four and six years are a
full eight-year commitment."
He is now a civilian who the
Army can call back if needed
for the next 17months.
Mikell said he got to leave
the Armya few months early so
that he could attend school on
time.
In this program, the student
has no commitment to themili-
tary but has the option to join.
They also receive payment for
their time in the officer candi-
date school. He wouldn't re-
lease a figure but said it was a
"Ifyou were a sophomore in
college and went to your local
selection office and said you
want to become a Marine of-
ficer they would point you to-
wards the platoon leader course
where you would do six weeks
of officer candidate school be-
tween your sophomore and
junior year and six weeks be-
tween your junior and senior
year. Then ifyou successfully
complete both of those train-
ing regimes when you gradu-
ate college you are eligible to
accept your commitment as a
2Lt. inthe U.S. Marine Corps,"
Croom said.
Capt. Paul Croom is the
Public Affairs officerfor the 4th
Marine CorpsDistrict which in-
cludes Delaware, Virginia, West
Virginia, North Carolina, Ohio,
Maryland, Eastern, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Detroit, M.I., and
Washington D.C. When asked
about benefits ofgoing through
the ROTC he said, "Ifyou were
to apply and be accepted to re-
ceive the ROTC scholarship
that would cover or pay for all
ofyour undergraduate degree."
be the right choice but I enjoy
the people the camaraderie of
being on active duty and the
responsibility placed on you,"
Chisholm said.
Sarah "Penny" Torrence is
the VA Certifying Officer at
Croom, 30, has been in the
military for seven years. He
spent two years enlisted and the
past five years as an officer. He
graduated from the University
of Colorado at Boulder with a
Bachelor's in Mass Commu-
nications. He said he grew up
a military brat and is now sta-
tioned in Cumberland, Perm.
Croom said if one signs up
for the GIBill theyput in$ 1,200
and get back $26,000 and ifone
puts in an additional $600 they
receive atotal of$30,000. They
also receive tuition reimburse-
ment while in the military and
afterwards they are still eligible
for the GI Bill. He said the GI
Bill is a great investment that
some people don't even take
advantage of.
Through this program there
is an eight-year commitment,
four ofwhich have to be on ac-
tive duty, he said. The commit-
ment also depends on how you
enlist or accept commission.
Croom continued to talk
about the advantages of join-
ing the military through the
ROTC and some oftheir better
opportunities. Croom said, the
Navy ROTC program which is
a Department ofthe Navy fund,
offers scholarships to people
which covers full tuition at one
of their listed colleges or uni-
versities, all colleges/univer-
sity educational fees (Tuition,
room, board, athletic fee, etc.),
a stipend for text books, they
provide all uniforms and pro-
vide a substance allowance for
each academic month.
couple thousand dollars
Leroy Mikell III, a junior
print major and the A&T Reg-
ister's photo editor from Co-
lumbia, S.C, said he had no
complications applying for his
benefits, "You sign up for the
GI Bill your first day. You fill
out an eight-page form and
send it in."
Kickers can be offeredto ac-
tive duty,reservist and National
Guard, for going above and be-
yond service requirements.
"Kickers add more money
to amount that your given, one
could receive $300 when there
stipend $1,300 so they would
get $1,600," said Torrence.
With benefits, some service
people are entitled to "kickers"
for signing on for additional
years, she also noted the tuition
assistance programs.
Torrence said after the pa-
perwork is submitted it takes
about 45 days to receive ben-
efits. Torrence said veterans
have up to 10 years from the
day that they leave the military
to use benefits, 36 months of
the GI Bill. Dependents receive
48 months ofbenefits.
Theyare thenasked forproof
ofa major, letter ofacceptance
and any transfer credits from
other colleges. Once she has
this, she puts the information
into the system that certifying
officials use. She then said the
forms that one fills out to re-
ceive benefits differ depending
on ones status; veteranor active
duty, reservist, or dependents.
A&T. She said that to apply for
benefits, one must bring in their
certificate of eligibility, which
is paperwork that is done at the
district office in Decatur, Ga.
has notbeen located. The estimatedtotal damage
is $150.
paper to next level.
to help take our
anyone with ideas
Writers, Designers,
Photographers and
- Compiledby Tiffany Adams
B&E Damage
10/30/2007,12:07a.m.
Pride Hall
A male student reported thathisroom doorhad
beenkicked in byanother student. The suspect
Robbery
10/28/2007,2:40 a.m.
Village 4,5,6
Fourstudentsreported being robbed byfour un-
known males. The itemsstolen were checks, cash,
cellphones, and a chain. The estimated total loss
is$540. There were no weaponsinvolved. There
were no injuries. Thereisfurther information.
Suspicious Activity
10/28/2007,8:45p.m,
Pride Hall
A femalereported thatsomeone videotaped her
taking a shower. On 10/27/2007,the female first
reported the incident, butrefused assistance, stat-
ing that she wouldfilea report later. There were
no injuries. There wereno signs offorced entry.
There isvictim, witness,and suspect information.
CAMPUS POLICE BLOTTER
Thereis furtherinformation.
A femalestudentreported that she was sexually
assaulted to a local hospital. The femalerefused
assistance from thepoliceand thehospital staff
and didnot want to cooperate any further.
Assault/Weapon
10/29/2007,7:00 p.m.
Village Area
UPD was calledto Moses Cone Hospital inrefer-
ence to two male students had been stabbed in
a fightaround Aggie Village. The students were
treatedat thehospital andreleased. There are no
suspects in this case at this time.
Affray
10/30/2007,9:36a.m.
Carver Hall
A fight wasreportedin the Carver Hall Auditorium.
The fight was between twofemale students in
class. Upon arrival ofthe UPD thestudents had left
thearea. The fight was overa groupclass project.
There were no criminalcharges.
ncatregister.com
hit us up jobs@
Ifyou're interested,
Sexual Assault
10/28/2007,10:10a.m.
Village 3
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Is it a new face or new strategy
that will win the satisfication of
A&T students and voters in District
2?
OR POSTYOUR
CALENDARYOURSELF
WWW.NCATREGISTER.COM
Although, the numbers are low
ofregistered students inthe Greens-
boro are who votes, there are still
students who do show an interest
in the election. They have proposed
concerns of their own within the
community Aggie lies under.
For the preliminary elections
only 3 percent of students voted.
However, elections were during fall
break, some students were not even
on campus or were oblivious to the
elections in the first place.
Some are indecisive about their
vote for the Greensboro Nov. 6
election, while others don't even
bother.
"I have a sympathy and heart for
our gang members," said Jones.
Jones plans on establishing pro-
grams for jobtraining thatwill serve
meaning career choices and create
economic development. He also
has a concern for public safety and
increasing bus transportation and
train. He also supports the "mom
and pop" stores and wants locals to
use their supplies.
This year he plans to bring new
and creative ideas to the plate with a
focus on handling gang violence.
"I'm absolutely excited for the
running and with the help of A&T
students and support we can pull it
off," said Jones.
Lance A. Jones is 43-year-old fa-
ther offive, whoran for the District
5 City Council in 2001 and lost to
Sandy Carmany. He is too, look-
ing forward for a win for this year's
election.
The classes will be available for
spring semester. Students will meet
"The goal is to have a mix of
perspectives with a richer discus-
sion, projects that students do will
be Greensboro based," said Larry
Morris a professor atA&T.
Arecent meeting withprofessors
around the triad are implementing a
course for students with an interest
in politics, particulary democratic,
to get more involved in the elec-
tions, locally and globally.
However, it seems as ifthe whole
cityhas forgotten about the prelimi-
nary elections or were apathetic
about voting with only 6.6 percent
of registered voters who actually
voted according to reports from a
recent News & Record article.
"I would like to see more com-
munity involvement in the loves of
the children," said Paul McGregor,
seniormarketing major.
Her level ofexperience and ser-
vice to the community while being
active in the City Council contrib-
utes to her confidence of coming
out strong in this year's election.
"I have worked at the District
two at grass root level," said Wells.
Wells also is all infavor oftrying
new approaches to make her mo-
tives possible for the community.
Goldie Wells was the former
District 2 Representative whose
main concerns are affordable and
adequate housing, crime, economic
development and public transporta-
tion for the Northeast Greensboro
residents.
Meanwhile the City Council
candidates that are running for dis-
tricttwo whichA&T falls under are
Lance A. Jones and Goldie Wells.
with other students across the triad
once a month, with a session full of
discussion and activities.
DROPOUTS
From page 1
We Provide:
KERN
MILTONYVONNE
JOHNSON
Downtown Greensboro,
Inc. Kern was selected as the
"2005 Downtown Greensboro
Person of the Year" for his ef-
forts. Preservation Greensboro,
Milton has been actively
involved in the revitalization
of downtown Greensboro for
the past 10 years. His passion
for Greensboro and his ability
to bring people together to get
things done has resulted in nu-
merous small businesses and
residents relocating into the
downtown district.
Kern has been in the con-
struction and contracting busi-
ness for over 40 years. He
worked for C.J. Kern Contrac-
tor, Inc. from 1966 until 1998.
In 1998, he formed Milton Kern
&Co., Inc., a successful general
contracting firm that specializes
in the construction and renova-
tion ofcommercial buildings.
Kern is the proud father
of four children and eleven
grandchildren and a member of
Muirs Chapel United Methodist
Church.
Milton S. Kern was born in
Star, North Carolina on June
13, 1944. He has proudly
called Greensboro his home
since 1966. While a student at
Mitchell Community College,
he became interested in public
service as Emily Preyer's driver
during her husband, Richardson
Preyer's campaign for gover-
nor in 1964. In 1984, he was
the Guilford County co-chair
of Eddie Knox's gubernatorial
campaign.
Milton has also been ac-
tively involved in various civic
and non-profit organizations
over the years. He is currently
a member of the Nat. Greene
Kiwanis Club, Greensboro
Merchants Association, and the
GSO Chamber ofCommerce.
Currently serves on the Ad-
visory Board of Greensboro
Beautiful, the Board ofVisitors
ofGuilford College, the Down-
town Development Advisory
Committee, and the Board of
Downtown Greensboro, Inc.
He also previously served on
the Board ofDirectors ofYouth
Focus, Inc., Carolina Theatre,
Greensboro Merchants Associa-
tion, and the Broach Theatre, as
well as on the Executive Com-
mittee ofCenter City Park.
Inc. also awarded him the 2005
Historic Preservation Award for
"outstanding renovation and
rehabilitation ofLyndon Street
Townhouses 195-201." He re-
ceived the 2003 Entrepreneur &
Leadership Award for Outstand-
ing Service from the Guilford
Rotary Club.
sense
She has proven herself a
dedicated servant leader, one
who iswilling to listen to all the
people, and one who is commit-
ted to a collaborative approach
to problem solving. She be-
lieves in planning solutions that
are based on need and common
With six years experience
as Mayor Pro-Tern of Greens-
boro, Yvonne Johnson has a rich
background in city governance
that will stand her in good stead
as mayor.
As Chair ofthe Bennett Col-
lege for Women Board ofTrust-
ees, she has led the College
through two major transitions.
The city won a national
award for the Southside Project.
She has also served as Council
Liaison to Greensboro Housing
Development Partnership and
South Elm Street Development
project.
project that transformedan area,
where 100's of people lived in
high crime area to aplace where
the neighborhood is highly de-
sirableand adds to our tax base.
She has served onthe Boards
ofFoster Friends, SportsDream,
Women's Resource Center, and
Malachi House, just to name a
few. Yvonne has been Council
Liaison to Hope IV, the South-
side Project, a long term major
She has served for 24 years
as Executive Director of One
Step Further, Inc., a private,
nonprofit United Way agency
that recommends sentencing
options for adults and juveniles,
and provides mediation servic-
es, and life skills/conflict reso-
lution classes.
She served the city by help-
ing found Summit House, a
residential facility for women
offenders, and Delancy Street,
a rehabilitation program for of-
fenders.
Her four children and seven
grandchildren have not stopped
her career as a public servant.
Her service to the community
began before her terms on the
City Council.
Born in Greensboro to Ruby
and Vernon Jeffries, Yvonne has
degrees from Bennett College
and North Carolina A&T State
University in psychology and
Guidance and Counseling.
She wants to serve as the
mayor of Greensboro because
she has a vision for the city, and
she believes that her vision can
help move the city to a place of
greatness in the 21st century.
Yvonne J. Johnson brings a
wealth ofexperience to the can-
didacy ofmayor.
"We're at the end ofthe pro-
cess," says Mel Riddile, prin-
cipal of T.C. Williams High
School, a large public school in
Alexandria, Va., which is not on
the dropout factory list. "People
don't walk into 9th grade and
suddenly have a reading prob-
lem."
The fact thatyouths are enter-
ing high schools with such poor
literacy skills raises questions
about how much catch-up work
high schools can be expected to
do, say some high-school prin-
cipals.
To get caught up, students
have 80-minute lessons in read-
ing and math, instead ofthe typ-
ical 45 minutes. They also get
additional time with specialists
ifneeded.
That mission can be daunt-
ing. The majority of students
who enter Baltimore Talent De-
velopment in9th grade are read-
ing at a 5th or 6th grade level.
"I know the students a lot
better, because I know the
teachers who teach them," said
lOth-grade English teacher Jen-
ni Williams. "Everyone's on the
samepage, so it'snot like you're
alone inyour mission."
Teachers, too, say itworks
"They all concentrate on
what's best for us together,"
Haynes said. "It's very family-
oriented. We feel really close to
them."
Fellow senior Victoria
Haynes says she likes the way
the school organizes teachers in
teams offour, eachassigned to a
group of75 students. The teach-
ers work across subject areas;
English and math teachers, for
example, collaborate on lessons
and discuss individual students'
needs.
"I know teachers that have
knocked on people's doors.
They want us to succeed," 12th-
grader Jasmine Coleman said
during a lunchtime chat in the
cafeteria.
Teachers, students and ad-
ministrators at the school know
each other well.
The school, which sits in the
middle ofa high-crime, impov-
erished neighborhood two miles
west of downtown Baltimore,
was founded by Balfanz and
others four years ago as a labo-
ratory for getting kids out on
time with a diploma and ready
for college.
Teachers and administrators
at Baltimore Talent Develop-
ment High School, where 90
percent ofkids are on track to-
ward graduating on time, are
working hard to make sure stu-
dents don't have an experience
like Miller's.
He would have liked for
someone to sit him down and
say: "You really need to go to
class. We're going to work with
you. We're going to help you,"
Miller said. Instead, "I had no-
body."
in his life
A GED classmate of Single-
tary's is 23-year-old Dontike
Miller, who attended and left
two D.C. high schools on the
dropout factory list. Miller was
brought up by a single mother
who used drugs, and he said
teachers and counselors seemed
oblivious to what was going on
Singletary said she loved sci-
ence but wasn't offered it and
her complaints to administrators
went unanswered. "I was inter-
ested in experiments," she said.
"I didn't have science in 9th or
10th grade."
She said teachers had low
expectations for students, which
led to dull classes. "They were
teaching me stuff I already
knew ... basic nouns, simple ad-
jectives."
Loretta Singletary, 17, en-
rolled in a GED program after
dropping out of a Washington,
D.C, high school that she de-
scribes as huge, chaotic and
violent. "Girls got jumped, boys
got jumped, teachers (were)
fighting and hitting students,"
she said.
Little said some students
pushed out of high schools are
encouraged to enroll in pro-
grams that prepare them to take
the GED exam. People who
pass that test get certificates in-
dicating they have high-school
level academic skills. But the
research shows getting a GED
doesn'tlead to the kind ofjob or
college success associated with
aregular diploma.
"The vast majority of edu-
cators do not want to push out
kids, but the pressures to raise
test scores above all else are in-
tense," said Bethany Little, vice
president for policy at the Alli-
ance for Excellent Education,
an advocacy group focused on
high schools. "To know if a
high school is doing its job, we
need to consider test scores and
graduation rates equally."
The currentlaw requires test-
ing inreading and math once in
high school, and those tests take
on added importance because
of serious consequences for a
school that fails. Critics say that
creates a perverse incentive for
schools to encourage kids to
drop outbefore they bring down
a school's scores.
— Create strong progress
goals for graduation rates and
impose sanctions on schools
that miss them. Most states cur-
rently lack meaningful goals,
according to The Education
Trust, anonprofit that advocates
for poor and minority children.
States have used a variety of
formulas, including counting
the percentage of entering se-
niors who get a diploma. That
measurement ignores the fact
that kids who drop out typically
do so before their senior year.
...And the next mayor of Greensboro is...
• Respite Care
• Personal Care Services
• Private Duty Nursing and CNA Care
• Community Alternative Programs (CAP)
• Home Infusion Nursing
• Staff Relief
• Homemaker/Companion Services
• RNs, LPNs, CNAs, CMAs
• Physical Therapy
(336) 375-8288
2722 North Church Street • Suite E
Greensboro, NC 27405
www.nursesartdangels.com
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out of the house alive
"Everybody loved him. Every-
Anna Lee Rhea said her older
brother, William, was among the
dead — a devastating blow to their
older brother, Andrew, who made it
It was where they talked, lis-
tened to music and danced late
into the night. But investigators
fear the deck just two blocks from
the beach may also have been the
starting point of a fast-moving fire
that killed seven people, including
a group ofhigh school friends who
went offto college together.
"It sounded like they were hav-
ing a good time. Unfortunately, the
fire didn't show any mercy," said
Terry Walden, whose 19-year-old
daughter, Allison, died inthe blaze.
"They probably never woke up."
The storm offire and smoke —
so daunting that firefighters radioed
for backup before they even arrived
at the scene — enveloped the home
early Sunday, killing six students
from the University of South Caro-
lina and one from Clemson Univer-
sity. Six other South Carolina stu-
dents in the house survived.
Classes went on as scheduled
Monday at South Carolina's Co-
lumbia campus, but grief counsel-
ors were available for the 27,000
students. Clemson also offered
counseling.
OCEAN ISLE BEACH (AP) — For the
group of college buddies spending
a late-season weekend at a friend's
beach house, the deck overlooking
a canal was the center oftheir good
times
"Flames werehalfway across the
channel," Alexander said. "The fire
wasroaring and cracking. You could
already see inside the house."
Wood left around 1:30 a.m., but
Alexander said the lights were still
on at the doomed beach house as
late as 2:30 a.m. He awoke to the
sound ofsirens a few minutes after
7 a.m.
"For them to open up their house
to us was just so nice," Wood said.
"We gave them hugs and said we
would Facebook later. That's the
great thing about the online stuff
now — friendships could grow
without seeing each other. We got
along really well."
Alexander remembered seeing
two people — a college-aged man
and one young woman — danc-
ing on the deck around 11 p.m. A
short time later, South Carolina's
loss to the Volunteers was over, and
the Gamecocks had the neighbor-
ing Tar Heels over to commiserate.
Wood and a few others from UNC
stayed up late dancing and munch-
ing on leftover football snacks with
theirnew friends.
house late Friday afternoon. By the
time the sun set, the group was out
on the decklistening to music. They
were up the next day, back out on
the deck and gettingready in the af-
ternoon to watch South Carolina's
football game at Tennessee.
"We met them that afternoon,"
Wood said. "The back (decks)
faced each other and we were out
there joking, making football jokes
because both of us had games that
day. It was all in good fun. Later,
they came over to introduce them-
selves."
"It may be a few days," spokes-
woman Sharon Artis said. "We have
not identified any ofthem yet."
Neighbor Bob Alexander, who
lives directly across the canal from
the burned home, said the first group
of students arrived at the beach
Wood said police wanted to
know if the college students were
using a grill or a small outdoorfire-
place called a chiminea. She told
investigators she didn't see anyone
using the chiminea, andall the grill-
ing was done far from the house.
"The smoke was going straight
in the air," Wood said. "They were
doingit in the correct place."
Police inthe beachfront commu-
nity, which has only about 500 full-
timeresidents and had gone at least
two decades without a fatal,fire, are
working with the State Bureau of
Investigation and federal officials.
The victims'remains are being sent
to the state medical examiner's of-
fice in Chapel Hill, where autopsies
will take place.
Authorities wanted "descriptions
for anything about the people in the
house," Wood said. "We had just
met them that day and didn't have
last names for anybody ... But they
interviewed everybody that set foot
in the house."
Robert Yoho,
Investigators quizzed dozens of
college students who filled several
homes near the site of the disaster.
Rebecca Wood, the president ofthe
Alpha Phi Omega service fraternity
at the University ofNorth Carolina,
said she and her friends spent more
than two hours talking with police
about the deaths ofthe people they
met justhours before.
"So many things are consumed
in fire that you can't tell what they
were like beforehand," he said. "If
a cigarette did it, then the cigarette
was probably consumed."
As authorities removed the bod-
ies from the charred home, they
found most of the victims in the
home's five bedrooms. The only
person on the top floor who sur-
vived did so by jumping out of a
window and into the adjacent ca-
nal, said Ocean Isle Beach fire chief
Mayor Debbie Smith said Mon-
day that investigators believe the
fire was likely accidental and start-
ed in therear ofthe house, either on
or near the deck facing the canal on
the west side ofthe house. That side
ofthe residence appeared to be the
most heavily damaged.
Investigators should be able to
determine where the fire started,
but may have trouble finding a spe-
cific cause, said Dr. Rolin Barrett,
a consulting engineer with Raleigh-
based Barrett. Engineering who has
been involved in almost 1,000 fire
investigations.
"It's an awful loss for someone
that had apretty good future infront
of her," said Walden, 56, an envi-
ronmental engineer.
body really misses him," she said
in a brieftelephone interview from
the family's home in Florence, S.C.
"You couldn't help but love him."
In an interview from Chagrin
Falls, Ohio, Walden said his daugh-
ter picked USC for its warm weath-
er and vibrant Greek life. Officials
have said many of the dead were
members of the Delta Delta Delta
sorority and the Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon fraternity.
tives
Seventy percent ofpeople in the poll who con-
sider themselves liberals and 67 percent of the
moderates questioned said they would hand out
treats, compared with 55 percent of conserva-
Nearly two-thirds of the people in the survey
said their households will distribute Halloween
treats to children who come to call; the likeliest
to pass out goodies include younger and higher-
earning people.
Similarly, 93percent ofpeople earning $50,000
or more said their communities are safe for trick-
or-treating, compared with 76 percent of those
making less than $25,000.
Overall, 86 percent ofthose questioned in the
survey said their neighborhoods are safe for trick-
or-treating. Ninety-one percent of whites, com-
pared with 75 percent ofminorities, said theyfelt
their kids would be secure when they went out
seeking candy in their area.
Thomas Link, 50, and his family are new to
their trailer park in Palatka, Fla. He said he con-
siders it unsafe because he does not know many
neighbors, but had not decided whether to let his
three young children trick-or-treat.
"I'm very particular about who I let my kids
deal with," he said.
The survey found that 73 percent of whites
versus 56 percent ofminorities said their children
will trick-or-treat on Wednesday.
That disparity in the survey is similar to the
difference in how people view the safety oftheir
neighborhoods, according to the poll by The As-
sociated Press and Ipsos. Lower-income people
and minorities are more likely to worry that it
might not be safe to send their children out on
Halloween night.
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two-thirds of parents say
their children will trick-or-treat this Halloween,
but fewer minorities will let their kids go door
to door, with some citing safety worries, a poll
shows.
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Rep. John Lewis, an Atlanta
Democrat, said: "Each day that
this young man spent in prison
was a day too long."
The 1995 law Wilson vio-
lated was changed in 2006 to
make oral sex between teens
close in age a misdemeanor,
similar to the law regarding
teen sexual intercourse. But the
state Supreme Court later up-
held a lower-court ruling that
said the 2006 law could not be
applied retroactively.
The high court had turned
down Wilson's appeal of his
conviction and sentence, but
the justices agreed to hear the
state's appeal of a judge's de-
cision to reduce Wilson's sen-
tence to 12 months and free
him. That judge had called the
10-yearsentence a "grave mis-
carriage ofjustice."
Wilson said he plans to re-
turn to school and sports and
possibly study sociology. For
now, he was looking forward to
spending time withrelatives.
"I feel I've been away from
them long enough," he said.
"At times, we've dealt with
adversity. Now my family, we
finally get to deal with happi-
ness."
"I never gave up hope in
ourjudicial system, and I never
gave up hope in all the prayers
people sent out for us," said
Wilson's mother, Juannessa
Bennett.
party.
supporters wereWilson's
jubilant.
The man who prosecuted
Wilson, Douglas County Dis-
trict Attorney David McDade,
said he disagreed with the deci-
sion, but he respects the court
"as the final arbiter."
He said he also wants to
help other teens, offering this
initial advice:, "They should
be very hesitant before they
His case led to widespread
protests of heavy handed jus-
tice. His supporters said race
was one reason he received
such a severe sentence, not-
ing thathe and the girl — both
black — were only two years
apart.
Wilson said he first heard
about the court's decision from
another inmate who said he'd
heard it on the radio. But Wil-
son said he didn't want to be-
lieve it until he heard the deci-
sion himself.
FORSYTH, Ga. (AP) — During
more than two years in state
prison, Genarlow Wilson was
confident that he would find
justice and be set free.
On Friday, the hopes of the
young man who had been sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison
for having consensual oral sex
with another teenager finally
became reality: The state's
highest court ruled thathis sen-
tence amounted to cruel and
unusual punishment.
"I'd seen it coming," Wil-
son said of his release. "But I
didn't exactly know when."
Wilson, with his hands inhis
pockets, wore dark blue dress
pants as he left prison. His at-
torney, B.J. Bernstein, said she
had carried them around in the
trunk of her SUV for months
hoping for his release.
He shared big smiles with
his mother, Juannessa Bennett,
his 9-year-old sister Jaiya and
Bernstein.
Wilson was convicted ofag-
gravated child molestation fol-
lowing a 2003 New Year's Eve
party in a hotel room where he
was videotaped having oral sex
with a 15-year-oldgirl.
Wilson, who was 17 at the
time, was acquitted ofraping
another 17-year-old girl at the
Supporters including former
President Jimmy Carter said
the case raised troubling ques-
tions about race and the justice
system. Wilson and the girl are
both black.
After he was imprisoned,
Wilson became the subject of
prominent editorials and na-
tional news broadcasts. His
sentence was denounced even
by members of the jury that
convicted him and the author
ofthe 1995 law that puthim in
prison.
That change, the court said,
represented "a seismic shift in
the legislature's view of the
gravityoforal sex between two
willing teenage participants."
The justices also said Wil-
son's sentence made "no mea-
surable contribution to accept-
able goals ofpunishment," and
his crime did not rise to the
"level of adults who prey on
children."
join certain
crowds and
make certain
decisions."
term
In its 4-3
decision, the
Georgia Su-
preme Court
noted thai
state law-
makers later
scrapped the law that required
a minimum 10-year prison
High court frees young man
sentenced to 10 years for oral sex
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Minorities worry
about children
trick-or-treating
Blaze kills 7 students at beach house
"These losses, coupled with ru-
mors that O'Neal had proposed a
merger with Wachovia without the
board's approval, essentially dug
O'Neal's grave," said Morningstar
analyst Ryan Lentell. "The new
CEO's first priority must be to en-
sure proper risk-management pro-
cedures are in place to prevent a
recurrence ofthe quarter's loss."
O'Neal, 56, accepted blame for
the losses, which immediately led
to calls for his ouster. The mistake
would prove to be his last, ending a
career that spanned more than two
ments in subprime mortgages and
other risky types of debt, and re-
building an investment house badly
bruised.
Fakahany, a close confidant of
Dealing with that portfolio will
be the priority for co-presidents
and chief operating officersAhmass
Fakahany and Gregory Fleming.
Merrill Lynch said their duties will
be split — with Fleming in charge
of Merrill's front-line businesses,
such as its brokerage.
Merrill Lynch still has sizable
portfolio of complex financial in-
struments called collateralized
debt obligations, which combine
slices of different kinds ofrisk. It
was Merrill's bet on CDOs, and the
subprime mortgages underpinning
many of them, that proved to be
O'Neal's downfall.
O'Neal emphasized riskier bets
than past Merrill CEOs, rather than
the safety of just selling stocks.
That strategy — which handed
Merrill Lynch record results during
the market's peak — came with a
heavy cost during the tumultuous
third quarter.
decades at Merrill
He was one ofthe highest-ranking
blacks on Wall Street — a stunning
climb from his impoverished roots
inAlabama as the grandson ofa for-
mer slave.
Any replacement will face the
daunting task ofcleaning up invest-
Laurence Fink, the chief execu-
tive of investment manager Black-
Rock Inc., turned down an initial
overture from Merrill's board but is
in active negotiations, according to
a person with direct knowledge of
the offer who was not authorized to
speak publicly. With the presumed
front-runner out of contention, fill-
ing the top spot at Merrill Lynch is
not expected to be easy given the re-
maining unknowns from the global
credit crisis.
NEW YORK(AP) — The unfold-
ing credit crisis has claimed its big-
gest corporate casualty so far: Mer-
rill Lynch CEO Stan O'Neal.
The announcement of his depar-
ture Tuesday came after the world's
largest brokerage posted a$2.24 bil-
lion quarterly loss, its biggest since
being founded 93 years ago. Merrill
Lynch did not name a replacement
for O'Neal, whose ouster had been
expected, and who leaves the com-
pany with benefits worth $161.5
million.
Federal reserves has reduction in interest rates
Merrill Lynch shares fell $2.42,
or 3.6 percent, to $65. The price of
buying protection against a default
on Merrill Lynch bonds also in-
creased after the news ofO'Neal's
departure, according to Phoenix
Partners Group.
:o comment,
Merrill's board is expected to
tap someone that can boost morale
among its 16,000 brokers. Many
of them felt uncomfortable with
O'Neal given Merrill's history of
having CEOs with trading experi-
ence.
"We don't think the economy's
about to slip into recession. The
corporate portion ofthe economy is
still inpretty good shape," said Phil
Some on Wall Street fear econom-
ic growth could halt if rates aren't
lowered, giventhe troubles in hous-
ing and credit. The statement the
Fed issues alongside its rate deci-
sion will be closely read for clues
about future moves.
But inflation remains a threat.
Crude oil prices fell Tuesday, but
only after hitting a record a day
earlier, and meanwhile, the dollar
has been tumbling. So a rate cut— much less additional decreasesin the coming months — is not a
given.
NEW YORK (AP) — Wall Street
pulled back Tuesday as investors,
uneasy about a drop in consumer
confidence, traded cautiously ahead
ofthe Federal Reserve's impending
decision on interestrates.
After the Fed's half-point reduc-
tion in September, most investors
expect the central bank to deliver a
quarter-point cut at the conclusion
of its two-day meeting on Wednes-
day.
Some disappointing financial re-
ports from Procter & Gamble Co.
and Qwest Communications Inter-
national Inc., as well as a manage-
ment shake-up at Merrill Lynch &
Co., gave the market little reason to
buy ahead ofthe Fed meeting.
Merrill Lynch's chairman and
chief executive, Stan O'Neal, re-
tired Tuesday as expected after the
brokerage last week posted the big-
gest quarterly loss in its 93-year
acknowledging the problems out
there — particularly for the banks
and brokerages that could see more
big losses ifportions ofthe credit
market, like asset-backed commer-
cial paper, don't improve.
"Providing the superficial image
of stability when everybody realiz-
es things aren't normal just doesn't
work," said Axel Merk, manager of
the Merk Hard Currency Fund.
In addition to this week's Fed de-
cision, Wall Street faces important
economic data. On Wednesday,
the Commerce Department issues a
reading on third-quarter gross do-
mestic product; Thursday, the La-
bor Department reports on personal
spending, income and inflation;
and Friday, the Labor Department
releases its highly anticipated jobs
report,
The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age fell 77.79, or 0.56 percent, to
13,792.47.
Following last week's news of a
significant decline in existing home
sales and Standard & Poor's report
Tuesday ofhome prices sinking fur-
ther, the Conference Board said its
index of consumer confidence fell
to its lowest level in two years in
October. The index came in at 95.6,
below the consensus estimate of
99.5 and down from arevised read-
ing of99.5 in September.
Broader stock indicators were
mixed. The S&P500 index fell
9.96, or 0.65 percent, to 1,531.02,
while the Nasdaq composite
index fell 0.73, or 0.03 percent, to
2,816.71
Furthermore, the central bank
must walka narrow line between
keeping investors calm and
Orlando, chief equity market strate-
gist at Federated Investors. "How-
ever, should the Fed choose not to
cut anymore, and the economy con-
tinue to slip, that potentially could
raise some concerns for us."
Most earnings have been coming
in better than expected over the past
few weeks, particularly in the tech-
nology sector. But consumers, the
key drivers ofthe economy, appear
to be flagging.
Declining issues outnumbered ad-
vancers by about 5 to 3 on the New
York Stock Exchange. Volume has
been fairly light so far this week;
consolidated volume came to 3.11
billion shares Tuesday, up from
3.02 billion Monday.
The technology-dominated Nas-
daq performed better than the other
indexes, helped by ongoing strength
in such bellwethers as Apple Inc.,
Microsoft Corp., and Google Inc.
Apple rose $1.91 to $187; Mi-
crosoft rose $1, or 2.9 percent, to
$35.57; and Google rose $15.54, or
2.3 percent, to $694.77.
Crude oil prices retreated $3.15
to settle at $90.38 a barrel, after hit-
ting a record on Monday above $93
a barrel. Gold also fell.
The dollar declined against most
other major currencies, except the
yen.
Procter & Gamble was the big-
gest loser among the 30 Dow com-
ponents after warning that higher
commodity costs will squeeze mar-
gins. P&G fell $2.88, or 4 percent,
to $68.95.
history. But no replacement was
named. Alberto Cribiore, a direc-
tor since 2003, was named interim
non-executive chairman. Merrill
Lynch fell $1.86, or 2.8 percent, to
$65.56.
Those saying jobsare "hard to get" increased
to 22.6 percent from 22.4 percent. Those claim-
ing jobs are "plentiful" decreased to 24.1 percent
from 25.6 percent in September.
The outlook for the labor market was also
less optimistic. The percentage ofconsumers ex-
pecting more jobs in the months ahead was un-
changed at 13.5, but those anticipating fewer jobs
increased to 20.1 percent from 18.7 percent.
The Consumer Confidence report — derived
from responses through Oct. 23 — showed a
weakening of confidence in the job market, how-
ever.
For those who watch the economy, the big
concern is that the lower home prices, declining
consumer sentiment and rising prices for food
and fuel will undermine what has been, until now,
a healthy jobs market.The Labor Department is
expected to show an increase of 80,000 jobs in
October when it releases its monthly report on
Friday. Unemployment is expected to remain
steady at 4.7 percent.
A report on U.S. home prices Tuesday offered
little hope that housing prices willrecover soon.
According to the S&P/Case-Shiller index, U.S.
home prices fell nationwide in August for the
eighth consecutive month.
With Christmas just about eight weeks away,
shoppers are contending with a slew ofproblems:
higher food and gas prices, a deepening housing
slump and tighter credit, among them.
And while the Federal Reserve is expected
to cut interest rates on Wednesday to boost the
economy and lure more investors into the trou-
bled credit markets, economists say the move is
probably too late to aid the holiday season, which
accounts for up to 40 percent ofretailers' annual
revenue
The Present Situation Index declined to 118.8
in October from 121.2 in the prior month. The
Expectations Index declined to 80.1 from 85.0.
Economists closely monitor confidence since
consumer spending accounts for two-thirds of
U.S. economic activity.
"Further weakening in business conditions
has, yet again, tempered consumers' assessment
of current-day conditions and may very well be
a prelude to lackluster job growth in the months
ahead," said Lynn Franco, director of The Con-
ference Board Consumer Research Center, in a
statement. "In addition, consumers are growing
more pessimistic about the short-term future and
their rather bleak outlook suggests a less than
stellar ending to thisyear.
The report heightens worries forretailers, who
are already bracing for a challenging holiday
shopping season after a disappointing fall. The
results also rattled investors, sending Dow Jones
industrial average down 62.75, or 0.45 percent,
to 13,807.51.
NEW YORK (AP) — A key barometer of
consumer sentiment dropped to its lowest level
in two years, igniting concern that the upcoming
holiday shopping season would be lukewarm.
The New York-based Conference Board said
Tuesday that its Consumer Confidence Index fell
to 95.6 from a revised 99.5 in September. It was
the lowest reading since 85.2 in October 2005
when gas and oil prices soared after hurricanes
Katrina and Rita pummeled the Gulf Coast. Ana-
lysts had expected 99.5.
5pm NCB
want to write? come to the contributer meetings
Every WednesdayBush refuse tosign tax increases
By DAVID ESPO
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER
Their goal is to reach a com-
promise that can command
enough votes to gain the two-
thirds majority needed in both
houses to override the presi-
dent's veto, ifnecessary.
The president vetoed one chil-
dren's health bill, and Demo-
crats failed to override him in
the House.
The White House had no re-
sponse Tuesday night to the
report of the president's com-
ments.
Bush's remarks represented
a hardening of the administra-
tion's public position in a run-
ning veto showdown over Dem-
ocratic-led attempts to enact
legislation that provides cover-
age for 6 million children who
now lack it. The officials who
disclosed his comments did so
on condition ofanonymity, say-
ing they were made in a closed-
door meeting.
The president also suggested
he would not be willing to sign
other types oftax increases that
Democrats have attached to
major legislation, including an
energy bill, according to nu-
merous officials who attended
a closed-door meeting at the
White House.
WASHINGTON (AP) _Presi-
dentBush told Republican law-
makers on Tuesday he will not
agree to legislation expanding
children's health insurance if it
includes a tobacco tax increase,
a decision that virtually ensures
a renewed veto struggle with
the Democratic-controlled Con-
gress.
BUSINESS
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Credit crisis with CEO O'Neal
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Holiday shopping season
is predicted to drop
By JOE BEL BRUNO
APBUISNESS WRITER
BvMADLEN READ
APBUISNESS WRITER
By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
APBUISNESS WRITER
A spokesman for Thain declined
O'Neal, will lead back-office func-
tions such as finance and human
resources. Robert McCann, the
president of the company's wealth
management group, was not named
in the power-sharing agreement.
Both McCann and Fleming were
tipped as potential CEO candidates.
Among those who had been said to
be considered outside the firm were
BlackRock's Fink and NYSE Eu-
ronext CEO John Thain. O'Neal re-
signed his board seat at BlackRock,
in which Merrill owns a 49 percent
stake.
There is speculation by a number
ofanalysts that Merrill Lynch faces
a $4 billion writedown during the
fourth quarter. This would be on top
of a $7.9 billion charge taken last
quarter, a stunning amount since
Merrill originally said it would
write down only $4.5 billion be-
cause of credit market turmoil.
O'Neal was also criticized for
reportedly approaching Wachovia
Corp. about some kind of merger
without the approval ofhis board.
We make the common mis-
take ofthinking that we are in
college for ourselves and for
our success and progression. In
actuality, it's for everyone who
lay ontheir faces in the dirt just
sowe could step on their backs
to climb to where we are today.
It's also for the people who
couldn't make it this far who
we have to protect.
vote. Now, we don't even
know what voting districts we
live in. So how do we expect
to be able to make sacrifices in
order to ensure our seeds have
these rights when we as a ma-
jority don't care ourselves?
I realized that as a person,
I had become so self-centered
and self-absorbed that I had
become blatantly disrespect-
ful to anyone who had done
anything to help me get into
college. In my not wanting
to open my book and study,
I'm throwing salt on the fresh
wounds ofa slave who gottheir
hands chopped offfor trying to
read. I'm snatching food from
the mouth of my grandmother
who went hungry some nights
to make sure I was fed. But,
sacrifice
As I sat in my accounting
class daydreaming, disengag-
es, and about to doze offsome-
thing hit me as I gazed out the
window, it was the school's
seal. Then, I thought about the
rich history we have as a uni-
versity and as a people. Many
images flooded through my
mind rapidly, but they all had
a common theme, which was
I'm overcome with a sense
of shame that's so intense that
it turns my stomach to the point
where I could literally vomit.
Mother's left their children
at home, not expecting to re-
turn, onlyto be mauled by dogs
for marching so that we could
Then, I started to wonder
if these people would still
have made these sacrifices had
they known how ungrateful I
was going to be. Personally, I
wouldn't. I would have taken
the same "me-ism" mentality
that I criticize people today for
having. But, can blame really
be placed on anyone for not
choosing otherwise?
her
left to march
for an equal opportunity for me
to attend school. Yet, I don't
even honor, or even acknowl-
edge their sacrifice.
again after he
father
A.TobiasThome Is a senior Graphic
Communication System major.
He can be reached atatibias@gmail.com
Live or die, make your choice
There is another part to
that small body though, which
brings me to people that I hold
very dear to me, it is our time
students, will we stand up for
A&T?
Alumni and administrators
you are part of this small body
that can change the course of
A&T ifyou rediscover that un-
quenchable Aggie Pride.
"A small body of determined
spirits fired by an unquenchable
faith in their mission can alter
the course of history," more
wise words spoken by Gandhi.
I know for a fact that A&T
does not breed cowards, hence
once the "AA" meeting happens
and problems are thrown on the
table,the initiative is then taken,
and finally it is time to stand for
the love of this institution.
Gandhi once said, "A cow-
ard is incapable of exhibiting
love; it is the prerogative ofthe
brave."
Once we fully admit that we
have a problem, it is going to
be the initiative on the part of
the alumni and administrators
to help move A&T in the right
direction that is going reunify
this campus and community.
Alumni and administrators, if
you truly love this institution
then you have got to stand for it
even more.
I look at alums like Jesse
Jackson who got their founda-
tion at A&T and yet we never
see them until something of
"face value" is happening and it
angers me. Alumni and admin-
istrators, we cannot keep allow-
ing people to take from A&T,
our beloved institution and do
nothing inreturn, hence why we
need the "AA"meeting.
It is imperative that the
"AA" meeting happen, other-
wise many alumni who may
not even know the full scope
of what is going may return to
homecoming one day only to
find the reminisces ofwhat was
once home. Many ofyou were
once in the same place and can
relate to the struggles we face
as students. The alumni and the
administrators have to help lead
the initiative for the betterment
o the school.
the current students and future
students, are your little broth-
ers and sisters trying to make it
where you are as well. We can-
not do it without your support,
time, effort, and love.
You have had the experience
of being at this fine institution
and making it through. We,
Words like that are astonish-
ing to hear and heart breaking,
but the sadreality is, someone at
this school now feels the same
wayright now. Alumni, I cannot
stress enough how important it
is that we continue the fight to
keep A&T for the generations
here and to come.
You honestly will not be-
lieve the number oftimes I have
asked people will they donate
and give back to A&T when
they are alum, not just in the
form ofmoney, but in time and
effort, and to which many have
replied A&T has done nothing
for me so I am not doing any-
thing forA&T.
Administrators you have to
do better by the students you
serve. Trends such as sending
students on the "Aggie Shuffle,"
being difficult to work with in
the classroom and offices, will
continue to have adverse ef-
fects on the students and lead to
them detesting their experience
here. What kind of community
is being built when the very stu-
dents that you are serving are
being deceived, misguided, and
robbed?
on campus
Alumni -and administrators,
this is our house, and you have
got to do better in taking the ini-
tiative to continue to build on
the legacy of this great institu-
tion. The initiative to make the
school better shouldnot come at
a low point in a school, it should
be a continued mission, but that
is what complacency will do
when it is allowed to take root
I am sure many ofmy peers
would share in my sentiment
in saying, "I wish they had this
whenI was a freshman."
I can't begin to tell you how
many ofus as students nowhave
often wondered why there is no
money or support for us to go to
school, or even why we had to
participate in the "convenience"
ofthe "Aggie Shuffle."
to come and
take an initia-
tive to better our school for us
to jump on the bandwagon?
My ques-
tion, why did
it take others
ing students
who are try-
ing to come
to A&T and
make the most
out of their
life.
Let us not forget to mention
our new chancellor, Stanley
Battle, who announced a major
scholarship initiative for incom-
It took Chancellor Hackley
to come and help "clean house"
in order to somewhat get the
ball rolling on making changes
from the dirtthat was piled high
under the rug.
There are people however
posing as family and robbing
our family blind and doing what
they can to tear it apart. If we
keep acting oblivious to the
problems many knew were hap-
pening such as the misappropri-
ation of funds, the fact that we
have retention issues, students
not being supported properly,
and the list goes on, then A&T
down the road could suffer the
same fate as many other black
colleges and universities.
Alumni and Administrators,
there is much work that needs
to be done to correct ourschool.
This school has a legacy ofbe-
ing the finest institution for
people of color to get an edu-
cation because this institution
was founded on the philosophy
that it truly does take a village
to raise a child. This institution
made you feel like family, and
I am sure the alumni can testify
to that.
Just like in the traditional
AA meetings the first step to
recovery is admitting you have
a problem, well alumni and
administrators we have some
problemsand until.they are fully
acknowledged by ourselves and
not the press or any outsider for
that matter, they will keep get-
ting sugar coated until sooner or
later A&T ends up with a mas-
sive toothache. If that toothache
is not healed soon, even the fin-
est dental work will not be able
to save this tooth.
After sitting back and think-
ing about it, A&T needs to have
an "AA" meeting itself; not for
alcoholics anonymous but for
alumni and administrators. The
"AA" meeting needs to edify
the bridge between the alumni
and the administrators, staff,
and faculty who are in charge of
this university.
Marvin Q. JonesJr. is a seniorApplied
Mathematics major. He can bereached
at marvinqjones@gmail.com
No one said that living
would be easy, but the gift of
life, dangles from a simple
choice. So, what will your
fate be? Live or die, make your
choice.
Perhaps we should all
choose life, because it is after
all dwelling within us daily.
Maybe the victims in the Saw
series were not victims at all.
They were people and like
many of us they were choos-
ing, daily, to die. Jigsaw did
not kill them; he simply moved
the process of them killing
themselves along. We should
be thankful that our maker
doesn't choose to do the same.
Furthermore, God gave his
very life so that we may live.
Jigsaw, in Saw III, died sur-
rendering his self to someone
else's pursuit oflife. Jigsaw is
simply a man. No matter where
his heart was, we see him for
the madness he perpetuated,
but perhaps there was a mis-
sion inthe madness.
die? Doesn't God allow us to
"kill" ourselves, or choose the
tools to live? It is not by God,
rather by ourselves that we are
given to death. In the same
way, Jigsaw allows individu-
als to see what they have done
wrong, make a choice to turn
from those wrong doings, or
choose to die sinking in them.
Facebook is a lifesaver
Choices, don't we all make
them daily? Like many people
in the world, Jigsaw justcould
Starting with my love and
understanding ofBrutus, from
Julius Caesar, I have often
found myself identifying with
those great characters in the
arts that are categorized as the
antagonist, simply because
they have a tragic flaw.
It's funny because some-
thing always drew me towards
Jigsaw. Not in a crazy, "I want
to be akiller" way, but ina way
that is reflective ofthe soft spot
inmy heart for tragic heroes.
To watch the movies I actu-
ally had to pay, everything else,
I just SAW. Let me state, as a
point of reference, that I am a
total Saw fanatic. While walk-
ing into each of the four film
screenings, I expected to see
something terribly horrifying,
yet so mysterious that you can
barely afford to blink. Never,
throughout my entire obses-
sion withthese films didI think
that I would walk intoa theatre
living and walk out truly real-
izing that I must choose to live.
Living afterall is a choice, and
if you don't choose life, than
you've chosen death.
Price to see SawI: $6.75at the Regal Cinemas.Price to see Saw II:
$1.00 at a bootlegged screen-
ing. Price to see Saw IV: $3.75
at the Brassfield Cinemas.
Lesson learned from seeing the
film series: PRICELESS.
T. ShavonneFordham is a junior Journalism
and Mass Communicationmajor. She can be
reach attshavonnefordham@gmail.com
T.SHAVONNE
FORDHAM
I lookaround and see people
drinking which kills the liver,
smoking which kills the lungs,
being sexually promiscuous
which kills the spirit, and these
are only some ofthe hundreds
of things people do, to die,
daily. Jigsaw, also known as
John Kramer, simply wanted
to remind people to, "Cherish
your life," and he decided that
if they were not going to do
that, then they did not deserve
to live. That washis tragic flaw,
deciding thathe was worthy of
judging peoples lives, but as a
hero he simply wanted people
to live.
deserves to
live, because I have some prob-
lems of my own, I can under-
stand whatwas, perhaps, going
through Jigsaws mind.
ciding who
not bear to
see people
live in a way
that degrades
the beauty of
life and the
gift of liv-
ing. While I
wouldn't go
so far as de-
However, doesn't God give
us that very choice, to live or
As a God loving Christian
I can understand that notion.
Now, don't for one second
think that I am saying that Jig-
saw'smotives wereGodbased,
that is nowhere insinuated
throughout the films.
California and Katrina
CONTRIBUTOR
BY ALEXANDRIA HARPER
Overtime the answers will
be revealed. My only hope
is for our society. We do not
need to undergo any more "so
called" lessons from Katrina.
I still have many questions
left unanswered. When did
fair skin and a large bank roll
become the qualifications in
receiving urgent care? Were
Hurricane Katrina victims one
shade too dark and a dollar
short to be promptly rescued?
A fire water cannot put out.
Our society wants us to focus
on the wildfireabrupt improve-
ments and forget about Ka-
trina's slow movement. Propa-
ganda in the 21st century.
It seems the California
wildfires were linked to Ka-
trina only as means to ease the
tension between an outraged
black America.
If the two catastrophe's are
strikingly adjacent why then
the differences in media por-
trayal? One certainly cannot
outweigh the other. I reason
our society is to blame. We live
in a place where demograph-
ics decide when and how fast
help comes. The correct match
to societies standards means
an ambulance wisps you offto
safety. If you do not fit into the
right category you are left to
kickrocks.
themes. Victims of Hurricane
Katrina were called looters and
refugees. Southern California's
wildfire victims are conversely
name evacuees. Both shed
tears ofsorrow as family mem-
bers were displaced and their
belonging severed. Houses be-
came tiny pieces ofwhat used
to be called home.
I see only paralleling
What lesson might he be
referring to, many ask? Could
it be the ongoing lesson ofra-
cial discrimination? Orthe less
obvious tale that when disaster
strikes only those who are af-
fluent can expect a speedy re-
sponse?
Sizzling cappuccinos and
relaxing massage chairs com-
forted victims of California's
wildfire disaster. Rescue teams
across the nation gave immedi-
ate reliefto those in need. One
woman even reported "they
may have too much food"
for those effected. This swift
reaction is a result of what
President Bush calls "a lesson
learned from Katrina".
— Avoid revealing personal
information on your personal
page, as administrators and gov-
ernment officials have access to
it.
— Watch what you write!—
Try to make sureyour words are
in goodtaste—unless, ofcourse,
you do not care about your im-
age to the outside world. Think
about it. What does your per-
sonal page say about you? Make
sure it's something positive!
Tips for Facebook users
I admit that I was a bit iffy
about joining online communi-
ties in the past, for far ofmy per-
sonal information being openly
distributed over the internet, but
upon entering college, I real-
ized the many advantages that
The Facebook has for the aver-
age college student. Many will
agree that it can be a distraction
sometimes—especially when
you are trying to finish a term
paper. Sometimes you just can't
help going to the internet and
typing in http://www.facebook.
com!
becoming familiar with these
online communities and using
them to learn about students and
employees outside of formal-
ity. This can be an advantage as
much as it can be a disadvan-
tage.
One of the major perks of
being a part ofthis online com-
munity is staying in touch with
group members forassignments.
The Facebook allows members
to create groups, either pub-
licly or privately, for any cause,
I was fortunate to have re-
united with my card, but, in its
rescue, I saw a much bigger
picture: The Facebook is very
beneficial, as much as it is en-
tertaining for college students.
Twenty years ago, one would
not be able to fathom the idea
of logging into a website and
getting in instant contact with
someone else, by knowing as
little information as the person's
name. Even though The Face-
book is now open to the general
public, a few years ago, it was
once accessible only to college
students as a means ofcommu-
nicating with one another and
staying in touch with campus
life.
I recently lost my AggieOne
card for the first time, and won-
dered how on earth the person
who retrieved it would con-
tact me if they found my card.
Within a few hours, I received a
message on The Facebook from
a fellow Aggie who told me
that he had found my card and
turned it into the lost and found
in the Student Union.
Teachers, faculty, adminis-
trators, and employers are now
Specifically on the A&T
campus, The Facebook seems
to be most beneficial in keep-
ing students informed about
campus-wide events. Party and
club promoters use the Face-
book invitation feature to post
information about parties and
special club nights going on in
the Greensboro area. Also, large
campus organizations, such as
the SGA, the Marching Ma-
chine, and the Aggie Maniacs,
have designated groups that
have been important in letting
students know about scheduled
meetings and affairs. Especially
for students who stay off cam-
pus, The Facebook has become
a popular and efficient way of
knowing the latest news and
happenings for the University.
Another one oftheadvantag-
es ofbeing a part of The Face-
book is locating loved ones and
former classmates. I recently
reunited with a childhood friend
from Kindergarten through The
Facebook. It was interesting
to see how much things had
changed!
whether it is toreport a lost item
or in memoriam ofa loved one
who has passed. Many college
students use the groups to keep
in close contact with their group
or organization members to dis-
cuss issues regarding assign-
ments and events.
— Should you desire to
make your information classi-
fied to the general public, block
your page.
My apologies
Readers are encouraged to submit letters to the editor.
Letters should be under300 words and must include the writer's full nameand A&T affiliation
All submissions become property ofTheA&T Register. We do not printanonymous letters.
Send letters to: editor@ncatregister.com
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The "AA" Meeting
"Hi My name is Joe,and I am
an alcoholic." That is the typical
statement one may hear when
they go to an Alcoholic Anony-
mous meeting. What is most
impressive about AA meetings
is that many ofthe participants
come to the realization that they
have a problem and want to take
initiative to do something about
it.
MARVIN Q.
JONES JR.
BY KEISHA THOMAS
CONTRIBUTOR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A.TIBIAS
THORNE
sometimes
I'm too lazy
to get out of
bed and go
to class. I'm
slapping the
little girl in
the face that
never saw
I write this article with the
soul purpose of admitting my
mistakes and to repent of my
injustices. To everyone who
had made a sacrifice for me
and also to the next generation
ofpeople who may be doomed
ifI don'talso make sacrifices, I
offer my apologies.
Wayne, who was also a head-
liner in last year's homecom-
ing concert, proved to be a tal-
ented and enganging performer
again.Weezy constantly told the'
crowd to cheer for themselves
as he performed a catalog of
hits dating back to his debut al-
bum "The Block is Hot" all the
way up to his yet to be released
"Carter III"
The highlights of his show
had to be an impromptu photo
shoot for everyone with a cam-
era phone or digital camera, the
a capella performance of the
track, "P**** Monster" which
was backed by a terrible beat
box but was still hot and sent
thousands of women in the
crowd swooning and Weezy
F. Baby showing off his guitar
skills when performing "Leath-
er So Soft" with "father" Baby.
out with a hot black skirt and
tights.
The Philadelphia rapper took
the audience back to her early
days with the Ruff Ryder gang
performing, "Who's That Girl"
and "Blow Your Mind" making
many fansreminisce onthe days
when the artist had short blond
hair and flaunted the trademark
paw print tattoos.
Eve was joined on stage by a
quartet oflight skin, long-haired
dancers who helped the movie
and sitcom actress belt out her
newer songs like "Tambourine"
and her collaboration with Des-
tiny's Child singer Kelly Row-
land "Like This."
Eve, more than any otherart-
ist all night, got up close and
personal with the audience.
After a long intermission
the headlining act, Lil' Wayne,
dropped on stage behind bars
after a fake news package con-
vinced some gullable fans that
the "best rapper alive" was re-
with Arab, highlighted by the
number one song in the country
for over a month "Crank Dat"
and the managed to douse fans
in the front rows with bottled
waterin between shortened ver-
sions of songs from his album
"Souljaboytellem.com" and his
earliermixtapes.
Controversy was all over in-
ternet messege boards Sunday,
as posters speculated Soulja
Boy's breif show was due to a
middle finger from a fan.
Lil' Boosie followed nearly
seemlessly after performing
another quick catalog of songs
including his" hit "Wipe Me
Down" and albums tracks like
"SetIt Off," "Exciting," "Smok-
ing On Purple."
The Louisiana rapper was
strangely unaccompained on
stage performing his tracks
solo without a lot of jumping
around
Eve held it down as the only
female on the ticket and came
BY MICHAEL J.McCRAY
EDITOR IN CHIEF
CANDACEL.
HACKNEY
Couture and Verge walk it out in 'Fashion Fusion'
BYTIANDREA N0RRINGT0N
ARTS AND LIFE EDITOR
Typically, gender roles ofour society express that virtuous
women are to be upheld. Women are encouraged to refrain
from actions thatmight question the extent oftheir goodness.
So, what are the consequences ofpromiscuity for both par-
ties? Andre 3000 depictedthe fictitious, yet surprisingly realis-
tic, scene perfectly in the interlude Where are my panties?
It's quite interesting how men respond post sex. Entranced
inYoutube videos ofbasketball highlights, high definition tele-
vision and talk ofconquering dozens ofwomen makes it quite
clear that some men show little remorse for their past actions
and philandering.
After an entireweekofcomplete fornication, groups ofmen
often sit down to discuss their "spoils of war." Laughter fills
the room as each man proudly exclaims the thrill of his tri-
umphs. Apparently, what happens during homecoming is sus-
pended forever intime, or is it?
It's easier to hit it and quit it, than to allow oneself to be
completely vulnerable. A man has really done his thing when
he bags the baddest chick on campus or an alumna whom
slipped through his grips years ago. But, is it really justabout
the money, power, and women?
The conclusion drawn is thatmany men are just as insecure
as some women. However, the way in which they react to their
fears, especially rejection, is recognizably differentthan some
of their female counterparts. Some use the player guise as a
means ofseeking the approval oftheir peers.
Homecoming is a no holds
barred conquest. There is an un-
spoken agreement that every male
participant is admitted one get-out-of-jail-free card good for
an entire week. During this time, many men, single and com-
mitted, are consumed with the idea ofwinning. Be it the suc-
cessful club promoter, a victorious sporting event, or sleep-
ing with different women every night, men are obsessed with
conquering.
However, this weeklong mer-
riment also signifies other expec-
tations, pleasures and vices for
the current collegiate. Sleepless
nights, drunken stupor and parties
give many students the opportunity
to "unwind."
Annually, extreme wealth
floods the city of Greensboro dur-
ing homecoming. Festivities attract
thousands of game day spectators,
patrons, and people simply look-
ing for a good time. Traditionally,
homecoming is a time intended for
alumni to reunite and celebrate in
one location.
Similar to Carrie's weekly dining outings with Sa-mantha, Miranda and Charlotte, my friends and Ilove to frequent our favorite bookstore on Sundayafternoons. Here we read, write, and discuss mu-
sic, travel, life and spirituality. Thankfully, this opportunity al-
lows us to adjust oursettings after another whirlwindweek and
prepare for the next. This week we reflected on incidents that
took place during homecoming this year.
The energy was high as the
show began as Couture took
the stage first. Complete with
a Circus theme the members of
Couture amazed the crowd with
its vibrant pink, blue, and red
costumes and high stiletto heels
as the models came out as acro-
bats as they danced and mod-
"I'm here to help to upgrade
your swagger!" Mr. Bentley
said.
The energetic Mr. Bentley
started offthe show the help of
his co-hosts a Verge and Cou-
turealum. .
Aggies came out in multitudes
to support the Couture Pro-
ductions and Verge Modeling
Troupe at this year's Homecom-
ing talent show held at the Car-
olina Theater on Wednesday,
October 24, 2007. P. Diddy's
former assistant and fashion
enthusiast, Fonsworth Bentley,
hosted the esteemed event.
"Overall I enjoyed the fash-
ion show but the Verge models
could've done better because, I
saw some mistakes." Freshman
Business Management major,
Lynwood Dees said.
"I feel as though Couture put
on a better show." Sophomore
Biology major, Maya Davis
said.
There were audience members
that felt as though the theme
throughout the Verge show was
done well however, they were
not convinced that the models
did their best to put on an out-
standing show.
The next scene was ofthemod-
els dressed in all black as jewel-
ry thieves coming in to steal the
large diamond. Then the sirens
rang and red lights flashed when
the Verge models took the form
ofthe SWAT team, also dressed
in black to get to the bottom of
the theft.
with jewelry in hand as an imi-
tation large diamond hung from
the ceiling.
The models walked with for-
mal attire, the ladies in long
white gowns and the men in
black suits. Also the models
were committed to the theme
The Verge Modeling Troupe
was then ready to take the stage.
The theme they were using this
year was the "The House of
Verge" which was the diamond
and jewelry store.
When Couture closed their
show there was a segment done,
modeling the Flamingo designs
by Derek Turner arid HtDog-
wtr (Hot Dog Water) fashions
by Jeffrey Lee Sawyer. A new
line called Parish, by the same
company that created the Mecca
line, as also presented with the
help of the Verge and Couture
models.
songs such as "Stronger" by art-
ist Kanye West and "Clumsy"
by singer Fergie. The Word
members were integrated into
the scenes throughout the show,
this time playing the role ofthe
doctors ofthe mental patients.
Then the dancers and the
members of Couture spoken
word brought the insane asylum
to the Carolina stage. The danc-
ers were the patients dressed in
all white straight jackets came
out dancing to the enthusiastic
Soon after the animals left the
stage the freak show ofthe cir-
cus began. There was the beard-
ed woman modeling a black
and turquoise corset and a black
mini skirt, the elephant woman
with a unique gray costume, and
the Siamese twins modeling one
blue vest and ared vesthowever
with matching outfits.
No doubtthis yearCouture did
not forget the sex appeal they
are known for at home as they
then represented the wild ani-
mals featured at the circus such
as wild cats and lions. There
was also Couture member Ar-
mon O'Neill modeling a sexy
black costume dressed as the
lion tamer.
eled their way across and down
the stage.
This blank space could be yours
Contributors meetings every week@5p.m. in NCB room 328.
Playaz Circle can't live up to Lil Wayneovie Review: American Gangster
By CHRISTY LEMIRE
AP MOVIE CRITIC
ON PLAYSTATION
ByBRETT JOHNSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER
So perhaps "American
Gangster," Ridley Scott's
much-anticipated mobster epic,
doesn't have a single original
idea in its head, with its un-
shakable shades of "Scarface"
and "Serpico" and "Superfly."
But it's exceptionally crafted
and superbly acted, with the
on-screen combo of Denzel
Washington and Russell Crowe
unsurprisingly proving impos-
sible to resist, even though it
takes about two hours for their
paths to cross.
Washington simply radiates
as Frank, returning comfortably
to the charismatic bad-guy ter-
ritory that earned him an Acad-
emy Award in "Training Day."
And Crowe, who earlier this
year was the one playing the
A North Carolina native, he
is nattily attired and exceed-
ingly polite, even as he shoots
a rival in the head on the side-
walk in broad daylight, but he's
also given to flashes ofrage in
the face of impropriety. That
personalized sense ofright and
wrong, coupled with his South-
After toiling loyally for years
as the driver to distinguished
gang lord Ellsworth "Bumpy"
Johnson, Frank steps in and
takes overthe neighborhood af-
ter the old man's death.
stylish villain you love to root
for in the remake of "3:10 to
Yuma," is just as powerful as
the bulldog on the right side of
the law. (Crowe's third teaming
with Scott, following his Oscar-
winning turn in"Gladiator" and
the romantic comedy "A Good
Year," further demonstrates the
extremesofhis versatility.)
He buys a mansion for his
mother (the formidable Ruby
Dee), employs his brothers and
marries a former Miss Puerto
Rico (the luscious Lymari Na-
dal). But Scott doesn't let him
offthe hook —he's unflinching
in showing us the squalor, the
He made himself a million-
aire through the destruction of
his own people, urban blacks,
doesn't seem to faze Frank. He
becomes afixture on the night-
life circuit with his effortless
smile.
Tired of relying on Mafia
middle men to help him import
the drugs he will eventually
sell on the street, he just flies
to Thailand and finds a way to
bring back the heroin on his
own.
ern-boy charm, serve him well
as he builds his own unique
empire.
"American Gangster," a
Universal Pictures release, is
rated R for violence, pervasive
drug content and language, nu-
dity and sexuality.
— but so is the down-and-dirty
thrill ofthe hunt. Scott
steadily propels both men's
stories toward one another until
the tantalizing moment when
they finally meet. Then all falls
silent and still. It's a breathtak-
ing scene but it's also one ofthe
few you're likely to remember
in a film that can otherwise be
so derivative.
Reveling in wretched excess
is, of course, one of the main
points of a film like "Ameri-
can Gangster" — the clothes,
the homes, the naked women
cutting up mounds of powder
surrounded by stacks of cash
decay, the death that result from
Frank's business acumen.
this week's
When Playaz Circle attempts
to keep pace with Weezy, some
metaphors seem ill-chosen.
Tity Boi's boast: "I am on my
(expletive), I need a Pamper
croon
But the downside is that
Wayne, as on mostofhis guest
spots, steals the show from
his collaborators. Around the
track's church organ stabs,
he weaves his raspy, melodic
The Georgia rap duo, Playaz
Circle, must realize that a Lil
Wayne cameo can be the ulti-
mate gift and curse. The New
Orleans rapper lends theplain-
tive sing-songy chorus to Thy
Boi and Doha's chart-climbing
single "Duffle Bag Boy," from
the pair's largely unremark-
able debut CD "Supply & De-
mand."
Yet when the duo takes the
lead on cuts such as the gold-
digger dis "Paint Still Wet" and
street hustle ode "We Workin',"
you can't help but wonder what
other rapper/singer could in-
ject the tracks with some more
excitement. Unfortunately, it's
probablynot the type ofdemand
Playaz Circle had in mind when
they named this album.
The disc's best songs stand
out because ofits guests. "Bet-
ta Knock" features a haunt-
ing flute, slow-fiink beat and a
rhymed chorus from Ludacris.
Later, Phonte from Little Broth-
er offers his warmly sung vocals
on "Paper Chaser."
on me/ Toilet paper on the side/
for example, homie." Ultimate-
ly, the song's a prime example
of the album's main flaw: Tity
and Doha's inability to leave a
lasting impression without out-
side help.
ON TELEVISION ON SCREEN ON SHELVES
entertainment.
The A&T Register's
guide to what's going
this week in arts and
The Comic book series brought
to the big screen again for the se-
quel, "Spiderman 3" is now on
DVD in stores on Tuesday, October
30, 2007. In this final sequel to the
trilogyPeter Parker has finally made
a balance between his devotion to
M.J. and his duties as a superhero.
On Playstation 3 on Tuesday,
October 30,2007 the new Simpsons
Game will be in stores for gamers
everywhereee. This game is rated
T for Teen and complete with all
of Simpson's fans favorties such as
Bart, Homer, and many other sur-
prise guests.
The new movie "American
Gangster" is set to be released in
November 2, 2007. Starring Russell
Crowe, Denzel Washington and di-
rected by Ridley Scott. There are a
lot ofpositive thoughts onthis mov-
ie and already talks ofan Academy
Award nominations.
The new hit show Salt-n-Pepa
Show on VH1 this fall has been
making a splash. The the two leg-
endary hip-hop divas try to recon-
cile there differences on the show.
In the recent episode we look to see
if Salt will lose her cool when Pepa
crashes at her house for a few days?
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2007
ARTS & LIFE
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Wayne's World a big hit
Concert sells out for first time since The Fugees headlined
The
Morning
After
SEX AND THE GATE CITY
After minor controversy sur-
rounding this year's concert
threatned to put a damper onthe
event, students and others came
out in large numbers to see the
show.
The concert, which featured
performances from Gorilla Zoe,
Soulja Boy, Lil' Boosie, Swizz
Beats, Eve and Lil' Wayne, was
the first homecoming sell out
since The Fugees a decade ago,
according to SGA vicepresident
ofexternal affairs Marcus Bass.
Unlike past shows, the acts
moved • expeditiously startingwith GorillaZoe performing his
hits "Hood N****" and other
cuts from his album "Welcome
to the Zoo."
Soulja Boy followed after an
intermission hosted by Swizz
Beats and son.
Mr, Crank Dat himself per-
formed a very breif set, along
ally released from jail for a
special show in Greensboro in
route to the legal issues facing
him inAtlanta.
Owner John Henry, wearing
an argyle gray sweater, tapped
his hand on his heart in thanks
as he waved to fans from a lead
boat, which also carried the new
World Series trophy. Fans yelled
to team management "Re-sign
Lowell," a reference to World
Series MVP Mike Lowell, who
is now a free agent.
Manny Ramirez yelled into a
microphone as his boat slowly
passed the crowd, saying how
much he loved Boston and
thanking the fans.
Most of the players and man-
ager Terry Francona wore bright
red hooded championship sweat
shirts. Some, including first
baseman Kevin Youkilis and
reliever Mike Timlin, wore
T-shirts that said "We did it
AGAIN." Many of the players
took photos or videorecordings
ofthe fans along the way.
MarkRinaldi, a studentatHar-
vard, said he attended the 2004
parade and "I never thought I'd
beable to do it again in my life-
time.To do it twice is pretty in-
credible."
The caravan of duck boats
followed a similar route to the
rolling celebration staged after
the Red Sox broke an 86-year
World Series drought in 2004
by sweeping the St. Louis Car-
dinals. The Red Sox completed
a sweep of the Rockies on Sun-
day with a 4-3 win in Denver.
Ortiz, Epstein and Papelbon
never got the chance to don
their kilts, as their duck boats
continued on the route.
Menino also saida "rollingral-
ly" was easier for city officials
tomanage, because it spread out
the crowds. He estimated secu-
rity would cost $500,000.
Mayor Thomas Menino ac-
knowledged having the cel-
ebration on a week day would
inconvenience some businesses
and keep school children away,
but said players were eager to
get home to their families and
begin their vacation. This year's
parade had one significant dif-
ference from the 2004 parade: it
did not proceed into the Charles
River. Menino said that decision
was made by the team.
"They're two flavors of ice
cream — they both taste good,"
he said. You can't choose among
them. I think the nextone is go-,
ing to taste good, too."
Red Sox president Larry Luc-
chino said before the parade that
he could not choose which Se-
ries win he liked better.
"I told him, 'Dude, it doesn't
matterwhere you win it, as long
as you win it,'" Ortiz said.
Ortiz said a fan asked him
when the team was going to win
a World Series at Fenway.
There were some indications
Boston fans might even be get-
ting picky about their champi-
onships, with 2004 and 2007
coming when the Sox were on
the road.
"Johnny Damon is home
changing diapers," read one
sign. "This is better."
Another fan held a sign that
said, "A-Rod: Mr. April, Miss
October."
Damon, who defected to New
York after the 2004 champion-
ship.
cot, a stuffed parrot, onto one
of the speakers on the Dropkick
Murphys' flatbed. On another
boat, six members of Boston's
bullpen recreated theirpostsea-
son jam sessions.
— for the largest crowd which
packed Boston's City Hall Pla-
za, the end of the parade. He
was joined by relievers Hideki
Okajima and Mike Timlin, who
earlierhad tied the bullpen mas-
Rockies
tar on a broom — a reference toBoston's sweep of the Colorado
But he saved his best danc-
ing — and wardrobe change,putting the kilt over his jeans
Garnett
Greensboro, NC 27455
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Celtics prepare return to prominence
UF1
$ 5 off manicure/pedicure
$ 3 off full set.
$ 3 off fill in
Thekind ofshotHavlicek used
to make that helped the Celtics
win the banners that hang above
the practice court.
"It's like being in a museum,"
Garnett said. "Hopefully, one
day, we're able to come in here
and see some ofthe things we've
done and accomplish some
things to follow this tradition."
Pierce got the ball just to the
left of the basket. As he drew a
triple team, he passed to Garnett
near the top of the key. A de-
fender rushed him and Garnett
immediately passed to Allen on
the right side. Wasting no time,
a wide-open Allen swished a
20-foot shot.
A few minutes earlier, he got a
good view of why the expecta-
tions are so high.
"Pressure is a privilege," he
said. "I had no pressure last
year, so it's a privilege and you
should want it. You should em-
brace it."
Still, those things are there.
Rivers doesn't mind the high ex-
pectations.
"I remember when I was
younger and I'd be on a (maga-
zine) cover and I would pick
it up and look at it," he said.
"Now, I don't pay attention to
those things."
Many observers say the Celt-
ics could challenge for the NBA
title. Allen tries to ignore them.
"In the past, we were waiting
for the young guys to develop
and now the young guys are
gone," Havlicek said. "There's a
nucleus that has the potential to
be a very good team."
the draft. Then they traded three
of their mostpromising players,
Al Jefferson, Ryan Gomes and
Gerald Greenfor Garnett.
tlbjock from UNCG
The second-year pro and cen-
First, though, 21-year-old Ra-
jon Rondo has to prove he can
be an effective point guard.
He heard about the great tradi-
tion and that "it's our duty and
our responsibility to continue
and carry that on," Garnett said.
and about Red Auerbach, the
coach and front office icon who
died four days before last sea-
son began.
He heard about Celtic Pride
— the idea of playing as a team
rather than five individuals —
"I don't think I blinked one
time when he was talking," Gar-
nett said. "I was trying to get all
the insight and soak up all the
knowledge that he was giving."
So when the 67-year-old
Havlicek, a Hall of Famer who
played on eight championship
teams in his 16 seasons, with
the Celtics, spoke to the team
Tuesday, Garnett paid close at-
tention.
He's no longer the only star
expected to carry Boston on
the court and mentor the young
players offit. Now he has Kevin
Garnett and Ray Allen, two pe-
rennial all-stars, to share the
burden and try to win a 17th
NBA championship and the
team's first since 1986.
"I'm having a lot of fun each
and every day," Pierce said.
On the practice floor and on
Paul Pierce's face, the look is
much brighter.
WALTHAM, Mass. (AP)
John Havlicek's hair is silver,
the Celtics last championship
banner is as old as their point
guard and their record last sea-
son was the second worst in the
NBA.
It won't take much to improve
on last season. At one point, the
Celtics set a franchise record
with 18 straight losses. Their
24-58 mark was the second
worst in their 62 seasons.
"It takes time," he said. "It
looks like it's close, but we
haven't been tested. We haven't
gone through anything yet. So
I understand it's going to take
a while. Hopefully, each day
we're better."
With nine new players, coach
Doc Rivers doesn't expect the
Celtics to play like champions
from their first game Friday
night, at home against Washing-
ton.
The Big Three have a com-
bined 32 years of NBA experi-
ence and 22 Ail-Star designa-
tions, but no titles. The Celtics
previous Big Three — Larry
Bird, Kevin McHale and Robert
Parish — starred on three cham-
pionship teams in the 1980s.
Boston obtained Garnett from
Minnesota in a 7-for-l trade on
July 31 that included two first-
round draft choices and four
players who were 24 oryounger
at the time. Allen was acquired
June 28 from Seattle, a move
that made the Celtics more at-
tractive to Garnett.
Posey and
Scot Pollard play effectively in
their customary role as bench
players?
House, James
veteran new-
comers Eddie
ter Kendrick
Perkins join
Pierce,Garnett
and. Ray Allen
in the starting
lineup.
Another un-
certainty: can
So the Celtics abandoned the
youth movement and sent point
guard Delonte West and the No.
5 pick for Allen on the night of
The expectations dropped
when the Celtics, who had the
second best chance to get the
first pick inthe draftlottery, end-
ed up with the fifth. That meant
Greg Oden and Kevin Durant
would not join a team stocked
with plenty of youngsters.
"I've been lucky in my career,"
he said. "My rookie year was
the only year I didn't make the
playoffs. It feels good to come
to a team that has high expecta-
tions of winning."
The Celtics also have some
good karma in Pollard, a mem-
ber of the Eastern Conference
champion Cleveland Cava-
liers last season, his 10th in the
NBA.
"There is a culture of win-
ning in this town," Rivers said.
"I would rather be in a culture
where teams are winning. If
everybody is losing, teams are
miserable."
More is expected this season
— especially after the Red Sox
won the World Series and the
New England Patriots finished
the first half of the season at
8-0.
In his nine NBA seasons, the
Celtics have won three playoff
series.
"We by no means feel like
we're kings of the East," Pierce
said. "We've got to go out there
and show it. We've got a target
on our back. We've got to be
ready every day because every-
body's looking at the commer-
cials, the magazine covers see-
ing all that stuff."
But the rest of the Atlantic
Division appears to have im-
proved.
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Red Sox sweep Rockies in World Series
THE A&T REGISTER
By JAYLINDSAY
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER
PHOTO BYTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS
THE BOSTON RED SOX hold theMajor League Baseball championship trophy adding to theirhistoricfranchises'seven world seriesand burying any
doubts that thebreaking of'thecurse'in 2004 was a fluke.
BOSTON (AP) _ Tens of
thousands of Red Sox fans lined
the streets from Fenway Park to
City Hall on Tuesday to cheer
Boston's second World Series
title in four years, and celebrate
how a team once known for los-
ing was again baseball's best.
"People lived and died before
they saw a world championship
and we've seen two in the last
four years," Providence College
student Mike Foley said.
Red Sox players and their
families boarded amphibious,
World War II-era duck boats
outside the stadium for a three-
mile journey through the city.
Screaming fans greeted them as
they climbed into the 20 bright-
ly colored boats normally used
for tourists.
The parade paused briefly
three times for closer Jonathan
Papelbon to dance his now infa-
mous version ofan Irish jigon a
flatbed truck. He was accompa-
nied by the Dropkick Murphys
a Boston-based punk rock band
with heavy Irish folk music in-
fluence
Before the parade, the band
presented Papelbon with his
own kilt plus one for ace Josh
Beckett and general manager
Theo Epstein, who had prom-
ised to dance with him. They
also made a kilt for slugger Da-
vid Ortiz, whom they hoped to
coax into the jig.
At the first two stops atCopley
Plaza and Boston Common,
Papelbon danced alone, wear-
ing jeans, a red championship
T-shirt and dark sunglasses and
waving a large cigar in his hand.
Along the route, played air gui-
Fans decked out in Red Sox
gear lined the route, holding
signs and cheering for the team.
Some couldn't resist a shot at
the archrival New York Yankees
and former Red Sox star Johnny
Game-time will begin approx-
iamately at 3:00 p.m..
season
Freshman Running back Phil-
ip Sylvester is the team's lead-
ing rusher, and is less than 250
yards away from a 1,000 yard
A&M's passing attack is lead
by the 22-year-old seniorAlbert
Chester who has a quarterback
rating of 115.9on the year.
They have only two victories
on the year with only one in
conference play.
The Rattlers of Florida A&M
closely battled with the Morgan
StateBears Saturday unsuccess-
fully.
Florida A&M
"Four quarters" is a must for
this team if they ever want to
achieve victory.
A&T's defense did force the
only turnover of the game in the
third quarter that turned into a
40 yard run back touchdown by
junior defensive end Joe Taylor.
"The last drive was big for
them", explained Fobbs.
Bethune Cookman's final
drive, resulted in the longest
scoring drive of the game.
The defense performed a sol-
id game, but A&T's inability
to finish in four quarters once
again haunted the team.
"That's the way it was ex-
plained. I thought we should
have had the safety and they did
not agree."
"He said it was a kick and it
was muffed and it carried into
the end zone so it's a touch-
back," said Head Coach Lee
Fobbs.
A controversial call on special
teams granted the Wildcats the
ball at the 20 yard line, before
Bethune Cookman sucessfully
moved theball down the field.
sion
The second half performance
was highlighted by freshman
quarterback Shelton Morgan's
74 yard pass to senior wide re-
sions
A&T converted on one first
down in it's first five posse-
A lack time possesion by the
offense caused the opposing
team's offense to go on a run in
the first half.
Offense
A&T willprepare for Tallahas-
se, Florida this week to match
up against Florida A&M.
An Eric Houston field goal cut
the lead to 14 before the half,
and started the 20-0run which
lasted until the final minute of
the game.
The Aggies started the game
slow as Bethune Cookman
College scored 17 unanswered
points in the first 27 minutes of
the first half.
The game marked A&T's 25th
straight loss increasing the lon-
gest losing streak in the nation.
In a homecoming game full
of ups and downs, the Aggies
suffered a familiar result in a
close game as Bethune Cook-
man spoiled A&T's 20,000 plus
fans ina 24 -20 victory, after the
blue and gold obtained the lead
on a 20-0run Saturday in Aggie
Stadium.
looking for sports writers
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in the NCBthe room 328A
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p.m.this Wednesday at 5
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The 'super game'before the Super BowlPatriots vs. Colts:
By DAVE GOLDBERG
AP FOOTBALLWRITER
PHOTO BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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at Florida A&M
3:00p.m.
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Gibson Chiropractic
Accident & Injury
Now there is the perception
Hardly a charming personality,
he's never hung out with oppos-
ing coaches. This year, dislike
for him runs deeper after "Spy-
gate," the confiscation of tapes
showing New York Jets defen-
sive signals that cost Belichick a
$500,000fine from theNFL, the
Patriots $250,000more and the
loss of a first-round draft pick.
New England's win raised a
legitimate question whether the
2007 version of Belichick was
running up the score.
Prime examples of their su-
periority were on display Sun-
day when each demolished
presumed challengers from the
NFC, theColts beating Carolina
31-7 and the Patriots routing the
Redskins 52-7.
They meet again next Sunday,
unbeaten New England at un-
beaten Indianapolis, combined
winners of four of the last six
SuperBowls and both dominant
this season in theAFC, the far
superior conference.
So different in personality are
Dungy and Belichick that the
only similarities are rather funky
exteriors: the famous sleeve-
less sweat shirtBelichick wears
on the sideline; and the aging
Chevy Blazer Dungy parks in
a lot otherwise full of players'
ultra-luxury vehicles.
Just shows that great football
coaches aren't all from the same
mold.
Tony Dungy, smiling, said he
doesn't want to talk about The
Game of the Millennium until
Wednesday, then added: "It's
going to be a circus."
Bill Belichick, barely audible,
mumbled into amicrophone that
Indianapolis is the best team in
football.
So the invincible Patriots and
Colts havereached the Game of
the Millennium, as punctuated
by two scenes following easy
wins on Sunday.
David Gibson, DC ;
1994, Chiropractic Graduate, Dallas, Texas
1986,The Ohio State University, BS Mechanical
Engineering
Author, Lecturer, Health CarePractitioner
RUNDOWN
Same Day Appointments
Office Shuttle Transportation Available
No Auto Injury Payments Expected Until Final
Settlement
Attorney Liens Accepted
Appointments available before class, between
classes, after classes
MEAC OVR.
Bethune-Cookman 1-5
Florida A&M 1-5
North CarolinaA&T 0-7
NorfolkState 5-1
Winston-Salem 5-2
South Carolina State 4-2
Morgan State 4-3
Howard 3-3
Hampton 3-4
Delaware State
wins
After New England's eighth
victory, the questions that
weren't about running up the
score on the Redskins (going for
first downs on fourth-and-1 with
38-0 and 45-0leads) were about
Indy. Answers from Belichick
and players from Tom Brady
down all were something like:
"They're the Super Bowl cham-
pions and they're unbeaten,
so they're the best team in the
league right now. We will have
ourhands full."
However, with 23 seconds left
and a 41-27 lead, they scored
a touchdown on fourth down at
the Cowboys 1 instead of tak-
ing a knee. The Cowboys are
coached by Wade Phillips, who
reportedly expressed his dismay
about the spying episode and
wondered about the legitimacy
ofthe Patriots' three SuperBowl
Fact: The Patriots haven't
scored fewer than 34 points in
any game, and their closest was
a 34-17 win overCleveland. The
Browns are coached by Romeo
Crennel, Belichick's former de-
fensive coordinator and one of
the few coaches with whom he
is friendly.
Fact: Against Dallas, the Pa-
triots trailed 24-21 in the third
quarter before pulling away.
created
Proof ofthat is based on facts,
or the perception the facts have
with his "circus" line.
It acknowledged the over-
whelming interest in the Game
of the Millennium and in Pey-
ton Manning-Tom Brady X, the
10th meeting of the two quar-
terbacks who, without question,
are the best in the league. While
Dungy acknowledged telling his
players to hold their comments,
Belichick never acknowledges
a "party line" that's obviously
been spread throughout the or-
ganization.
Dungy can be cautious,
Yet, once both made it, Dungy
had plenty to say about race and
overcomingbias to get where he
though.
A year ago, during the week
before the AFC championship
game, he shunted aside ques-
tions about the possibility his
Colts might face Lovie Smith's
Chicago Bears in the Super
Bowl, a meeting of two black
coaches ina game inwhich there
had never been one before.
doesn't immunize people from
tragedy.
PEYTON MANNING AND TOM BRADY prepare to leadtheirrespective unbeatenteams into battle in Indianapolis on Sundayafternoon.
Belichick is coaching angry, Dungy, on the other hand, was worked with families who have
seemingly intent on proving he able to step outside the very nar- suffered similar losses, letting
doesn't need to cheat. row world of a football coach them know fame and fortune
At the Super Bowl and since
his victory, he's also spoken
more about his deep religious
faith, including it in his book,
"Quiet Strength: The Principles,
Practices, and Priorities of a
Winning Life," which remains a
best seller.
"They were going to three
different sections of the book-
store to buy it," Dungy laughed.
"Football, Religion; African-
American. That makes for a
broad audience."
Belichick doesn't jokemuch,at
least in public. In the occasional
moments he lets his guard down
and talks informally (always
outside the range of television
cameras), the discussion is foot-
ball: Xs and Os mixed with his
philosophy on building a team.
Call Today
(336) 954-7575
The A&TRegister
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Dungy has never been afraid
to speak out on non-football is-
sues. Or turn the worst personal
adversity into a positive. Since
the suicide of his son James
nearly two years ago, he has
was
suit."
"I grew up watching Vince
Lombardi," he said. "That was
the vision of an NFL coach: a
middle-aged white man in a
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Aggies drop homecoming to Bethune-Cookman
ByDANIEL HENDERSON
CONTRIBUTOR
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QUARTERBACK SHELTON MORGAN floats a pass to widereceiver CURTISWALLS as 20,000 plus homecomingattendees look on.
After a rocky start in the first
half, the defensive execution
bounced back effectively until
the final 80 yard Wildcat drive
on their last offensive posse-
Defense
A&T did not surrender the
ball to the Wildcats at any po
session throughout the course of
the game.
One possitve the offense can
take into Saturday's game in
Florida was their ability to limit
turnovers.
This effective ground game
opened up the play action, as
Morgan threw for a game high
137 yards on 12 attempts and
one touchdown.
Juniorrunning back Mike Fer-
guson had another 100yard plus
performance finishing with 20
rushes for 111 yards.
The pass gave theAggies their
first lead of the game at 20-17
which they held until 1:04 inthe
fourth quarter.
ceiver Mike Caldwell with 13
minutes remaining in the game.
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